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Death toll from
south China road
collapse rises to 48

BENING (AGENCIES): The
death toll from a highway
collapse in southern China’s
Guangdong  province  has
risen to 48, local oficals said
Thursday, as adverse cond
tions complicated rescue of-
forts. Heavy rains caused a
stretch of road running from
Meizhou city towards Dabu
county to cave in at around
210 am on Wednesday
(1810 GMT Tuesday), a
0 state news agency
Over 20 vehicles

Xinhua.
careened into the nearly

18-metre (60-foot)
gashin the tarmac and plum-

d down the steep slope
below Guangdong, a densely
populated industrial pow
erhouse, has been hit by a
string of disasters attributed

RAFFAH: People mourn the death of a loved one killed in an Israeli attack at a hospital in
Rafah, southern Gaza Strip.-XINHUA

Kenya names
new defence
chief after deadly
chopper crash

AGENCIES
NAIROBI

Kenyan President William Ruto on Thursda
named Charles Muriu Kahariri as defence chief
after the death of his predecessor in a helicopter
crash. He replaces Francis Omondi Ogolla who

was among 10 military officers killed when their

chopper went down in a remote area of north-
western Kenya

1 April 18,
Kahariri had previously served as deputy to
Ogolla, 62, who had been Chief of Defence Forces
for a year and was about to mark 40 years of mili-
tary service. A former Kenya Navy deputy com
mander, Kahariri oined the Kenya Defence Forces
in April 1987, rising through the ranks during "his
illustrious career spanning over three decades

cording to a defence ministry profile.

‘The married father of three was involved in Ke-
nyals crass-border incursion into Somalia in 2011

t0 extreme weather events
in recent weeks. The storms
have been much heavier than
expected this time of ye
and have been linked to d
‘mate change, The conditions
‘raise the risk of disasters,
espectally_geological dis
ters, which have a certain lag
time’, the weather office sai.

Ten dead, 21
missing after heavy
rains in Brazil

RIO DE JANEIRO (AGEN-
CIES): Atleast 10 people have
died in floods caused by tor-
rential rains in Brazil's south,
authorities said Wednesday,
nearly two dozen individuals
reported missing, Deluges in
thestate of Rio Grande do Sul
have displaced some 3,300
people in more than 100 m

nicipalities, many of whom
have been moved to shel
ters. President Lutz Inacio
Lula da Sitva announced he
would visit the area, which

rescuers searched for

barricades and began

early Thursday at the
University of Califor-

— ]
Police used flashbangs to di
gathered outside the encampment who

Police clash with
protesters at UCLA in
campus unrest over Gaza

AGENCIES weeks have seen
LOSANGELES  authorities attempt

a tightrope  walk

Hundreds of police between the right

down protest to protest and com:
plaints of violence

and hate speech,
Students

white

students
clad

in helmets

were chanting “Let th

Officers  blocked
stairs accessing the

wpment,  with
students dressed in
yellow jackets and
ferving jes Tied-
ics telling AFP they
were being largely
prevented from ac

“This is a peaceful
protest, there are no
counter-protestors.
tonight, 'so to_call
the police on them
is despicable. This
city should support
them,” LA resident
Jack Bedrosian, who
came along to show
support, told AFP.

The large police
presence,  includ
ing California
Highway  Patrol
and LAPD officers,
comes  after law

sperse crowds

em go”

govemor Eduardo Leite said
was dealing with "the worst
disaster in the history of our
state” Leite said work was
continuingo locate the miss-

nia, Los Angeles —the
latest flashpoint in an
eruption of protest
on US campuses over
Israel’s war against

linked arms and
formed a line facing
off against officers,
who were detaining
protesters and lead-

ing even as more heavy rains Hamas in Gaza, ing them away
were forecast. And he ap- Officers in riot  Police used flash
pealed for help n the form of gear ripped down a bangs to disperse
people “trained for situations wooden barricade the crowds gathered

of chaos and war” Persistent
rains have destroed bridges
and blocked roads, leaving
several communities in the
state completely cut of. ¢

around the protest

encampment

dra

in the fresh campus
ashes,

outside the encamp-
ment who were
chanting “Let them
gol” as helicopters
hovered overhead,

and
ged tents away

which for

enforcement were
criticized for being
slow to act during
viole
late Tuesday when
counter-protest.
ers attacked an
encampment  of
pro-Palestinian
students

UCLA said class-
es would be
‘mote on Thursday

cessing the area,
On another side
of the encampment
students  carrying
umbrellas, helmets
nd plastic shields
squared off against
police i tense si
lence, with a few
sporadic chants of
Free  Palestine
and “From the river
to the sea, Palestine

o flush out Al-Shabaab insurgents;
The offensive followed the abduction of four for-
eigners,including two Spanish aid workers, from
giant refugee camp near the border, Kahari
served as the maritime component commander
during that military campaign codenamed “Opera
tion Linda Nchi” - "Protect the Country” in Swahil

The graduate of the US Naval War College was
the task force commander of the operation that
captured the AlShabaab bastion of Kismayo, a key
port which served as a *commercial huby” for the
Islamists. The promation of Kahariri to the d
fence chief post and the rank of general was among.
several appointments announced by Ruto,

He also named Major General Fatuma Gaiti
Ahmed as commander of the Kenya Air Force, the
first woman in the nation's history to hold the po-
sition. She replaces John Mugaravai Omenda who
was promoted to Vice Chief of the Defence Forces

nd the rank of lieutenant general,

Major General Paul Owuor Otieno was also
named commander of the navy. Under Kenya
military regulations, there is only one four-star
general at any given time, with the president -~ a
civilian - being a five-star general as the com-
mander-in-chie,

the “emergency on
campus” and warned
students to avoid the
protest area. Demon
strators have gath
ered in at least 30 US.
universities since last
month, often erecting
tent encampments to
protest the soaring
death tollin the
Strip.
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Trump hush-money trial judge signals
he may fine him again over gag order

AGENCIES
NEW YORK

The judge overseeing Donald Trump's
criminal hush money trial on Thursday
signaled he might impose more fines on
the former US, president for violating a
gag order that prohibits him from talking
about witnesses and jurors.

Justice Juan Merchan challenged a de
fense assertion that Trump did not vio-
late the gag order when he said the Man
hattan jury in the irst criminal trial of a
former US. president was picked from a
heavily Democratic area

~g o i an e
ment hathe didn'” Trump
Sl lawyer Todd Blanche old
T @ e jucge. well 'm not
TR cucing with that g
e’ Merchan respond.
ed without saying whether or when he
ol fpen 4 T, Prusecatons are
asking Merehan to fine Trump $4000
for vicating the gag order four mes last
week. In one instance, the Republican
Trammp saldin 3 TV interview tha “that
Jury was plcked sofat - 95% Democrats.
Tha area's mosty all emocrat”
“BY speaking about theJury a all be
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places this proceeding in jeopardy:” pros-
ecutor Christopher Conroy said.

Conroy said Trump also violated the
gag order by calling his former lawyer
Michael Cohen a liar and former National

Enquirer publisher David Pecker a “nice
guy” Pecker testified last week and Co
hen s expected to be a crucial witness in

the case.

Blanche said there was “no threat” in
what Trump said about Pecker and said
Cohen, in his social media comments,
has been “inviting, and almost daring”
Trump to respond to his comments
about the trial,

TENDER NOTICE NO. 1-62/23-24
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Swinney is  political veteran who
have to unify his fractured separ

o
pendence movement. The  60-y
old belongs to the Scottish Nati
Party's (SNP) old guard, and is an
of tarnished ex-irst minister
Sturgeon, whom he loyally se
deputy

John Swinney, SNP old-hand
set to be Scotland’s new leader

Scotland's likely next leader John

party and revitalise its flagging inde-

ved as
d nine years. Swin-

ney is viewed as a calm
head capable of stabilis-
ing Scotland's ruling party

|

A following  39-year-old
will Humza Yousaf's turbulent
atist leadership and repairing ts broken re-

lationship with former power-sharing
parmers the Greens. But detractors
say Swinney - who has led the party
before — represents more of the same,
and is damaged by his defence of for-
mer boss Sturgeon, who was arrested
in an ongoing party

ear-
jonal

ally
icola

nces scandal
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